CHAPTER   8
Papen takes over the Government
Hitler promises Support
On the 3ist May 1932 the new Government under Papen
was formed. This happened with a rapidity so unusual in
German affairs, that it was immediately clear even to the
uninitiated that Brtining's downfall had been absolutely
counted upon, and that consequently the new Govern-
ment had been surreptitiously settled long before.
This agrees fully with the facts. For the foundations of
the new Papen Government had been laid on the 8th May.
On that day Captain Rohm, as Hitler's representative, had
promised Hindenburg's son, Colonel Hindenburg, and
Meissner, the Secretary of State who was attached to the
President personally and enjoyed his strictest confidence,
that Hitler would support a Papen Government.
Immediately after this interview General von Schleicher
joined Herr von Papen to work out a list of the future
ministers. Papen's relations with the leading politicians of
the day were only slight. He had only the small and
limited circle of the * Ring' and the Herrenklub. It was
therefore only natural that the names which he put to
Schleicher were almost entirely those which bore a good
reputation in the Herrenklub but which were practically
unknown to the general public. Against a man here and
there Schleicher raised the objection that he was too
unimportant or too inexperienced to be included in the
Government in those difficult times. Generally speaking,
however, Schleicher declared himself in agreement with
the majority of Papen's proposals so long as Papen consented
to his (Schleicher's) becoming Minister of Defence, and as